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CLASS SCHEDULE                                FALL 2026

Register:  
www.pfi.edu 
info@pfi.edu 

(503) 927-5457 
4301 NE Tillamook, Portland OR

SEWING, PATTERNMAKING, DESIGN, BUSINESS 
With so many onsite and online classes, we have experiences for everyone.

HIGHLIGHTS

Classes for fun.  Classes for careers. 
We are all things fashion.

SEWING CLASSES, p  2-4 

Beginning Sewing • Apparel Construction • 
Industrial Machine Sewing • Activewear • 
ButtonUp Shirts • Couture Techniques • Costume 
Design & Construction • Couture Dress • Dresses 
• Knits • Leatherworking • Lingerie • Sergery

BUSINESS CLASSES, p. 7-8

Advanced Pattern • Draping • Pattern Intro • 
Pattern Manipulation • Pattern Design • Pattern for 
Knits • Optitex 2D Patternmaking • Browzwear 3D 
Patternmaking • Fit & Pattern Alteration

DESIGN CLASSES, p. 6-7

AI & Fashion Design • Circular Fashion/Zero 
waste Design • Fashion Illustration • Illustrator 
for Fashion Design• Illustrator Prep • Color 
Theory • Flats & Technical Packages • Machine 
Knitting • Textiles • Sustainable Design

History of Fashion • Inside Fashion Design • 
Materials Development • Product Development 
• Results from PFI's July Gala show • 
Workshops: Mending, Sashiko, How to Sell

PATTERNMAKING CLASSES, p 4-5

No classes Thanksgiving Day weekend

Mark your calendar - Sunday, September 27 - 11 am-1 pm - PFI Fall Open House 
Demos - Tours - Special Sale @ Portland Fashion Supply - PFI Designer Trade Show 

Enter to win a new sewing machine

http://www.pfi.edu
mailto:info@pfi.edu
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SEWING CLASSES

Couture Dress

APPAREL CONSTRUCTION  $546 FOR SERIES; $182 each level (includes patterns & handouts) 
Series dates  Check the website for dates for individual levels. 
Wednesdays, September 16 - December 2, 10 am-1 pm OR 6-9 pm  
Upgrade your skills.  Start making clothes.  Make an A-line skirt or man’s Henley shirt with a 
zipper (Level 1), beach pants (Level 2) and  day dress or camp shirt (Level 3). Make garments fit.  
Unlock the secrets of interfacing.  Sew buttons, buttonholes.

BEGINNING SEWING $377 FOR SERIES; $140 each level (includes patterns & handouts) 
Series dates  Check the website for dates for individual levels.  Five sessions from which to choose: 
Mondays, Sept 14-Nov 30, 6-9 pm OR Tuesdays, Sept 15-Dec 1, 2-5 OR 6-9 pm OR Fridays, 
Sept 18 - Dec 11, 10 am-1 pm OR Saturdays, Sept 19 - Dec 12, 10 am-1 pm 
Learn basic stitches, techniques and how to use your machine while making an apron (Level 1), 
robe (Level 2) and pjs (Level 3).  Step up your skills with each level. Learn to use commercial 
patterns, layout and cut fabric.

INDUSTRIAL MACHINE SEWING  $315 (includes kit) 
Wednesdays, September 16-October 21, 10 am-1 pm  
Learn how to control these fast machines then come back and use them for your projects.

Skills to last you a lifetime

KNITS $277 or $528 with Activewear (includes patterns) 
Thursdays, September 17-October 22, 10 am-1 pm OR 2- 5 pm 
Make a whole wardrobe as you learn to sew with confidence any knit from tops to dresses to 
cardigans and sweaters.

ACTIVEWEAR $277 or $528 with Knits (includes patterns) 
Thursdays, October 29 - December 10, 10 am-1 pm OR 2-5 pm 
Sew and fit high-tech stretchy fabric to make a complete ensemble, ready for action. Start with 
hoodies. Move on to yoga pants or leggings. Finish with a sports bra or top.

Apparel Construction Industrial MachineKnits

DRESSES $277 or $528 with ButtonUp Shirts (includes pattern) 
Tuesdays, September 15-October 20, 10 am-1 pm OR 6-9 pm 
Choose from one of four vintage & designer styles to make a flattering yet comfortable dress.  
Learn about surplice, fisheye darts, bias, binding, lingerie straps, combination facings and linings -- 
everything to make your dress your favorite go-to garment.

DressesActivewear

http://www.pfi.edu
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SEWING CLASSES, continued
SergeryButtonUp ShirtsLeatherworking

LEATHERWORKING $298 (Includes pattern & handouts) 
Wednesdays, October 28-December 2, 10 am-1 pm 
Get the fundamentals of leatherworking while you make a belt and tote bag. Learn how to cut, 
bevel, groove and burnish edges. Wet form leather around a buckle. Learn about skiving and 
channeling, plus techniques for applying dyes and finishes.

COSTUME DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION $556 
Tuesdays, September 15-December 1, 2-5 pm 
Create costumes for fun, film,  theater and cosplay -- the way it's done by professionals.  Design 
your costume.  Transition your designs into functional attire.  Adapt your sewing skills to the details 
for theater and cosplay.  Learn the basic rules, where to find materials, basic skills in alteration, 
wigs and makeup, going digital and how to make money.  Then show your creation on the runway!

BUTTON-UP SHIRTS $277 (Includes pattern & handouts) 
Tuesdays, October 27-December 1, 10 am-1 pm OR 6-9 pm 
Make a classic button-up.  Learn to adjust patterns to fit. Then learn techniques from the garment 
industry for perfect cuffs, collars, collar bands and pockets.  Two styles.  Your choice:  #4510-
Man's Dress shirt, #4520-Woman’s Perfect Shirt. 

COUTURE TECHNIQUES $304 OR $581 WITH COUTURE DRESS (includes handouts, patterns, kit) 
Fridays, September 18-October 23, 10 am-1 pm 
Discover the basics of a 200-year old tradition.  You will study cutting, marking, hand sewing, 
construction, and finishing techniques. As well as ways to handle more challenging fabric then 
complete a small project.

COUTURE DRESS $298 (Includes pattern & handouts) 
Fridays, October 30-December 11, 10 am-1 pm 
Make the perfect party or little black dress.  Take the techniques from Couture Techniques and 
build a dress using fine fabrics and couture methods to create a garment that fits beautifully, is 
made impeccably and is fun to wear.

Couture Techniques

http://www.pfi.edu
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PATTERN DESIGN (Pattern 3)  $370 or $707 with Pattern 2 (includes pattern paper) 
Tuesdays, October 27-December 1, 10 am-1 pm OR 6-9 pm 
Bring in a picture or a sketch and make a pattern for that garment — just like the pros do. 

PATTERN MANIPULATION (Pattern 2)  $370 or $707 with Pattern 3 (includes pattern paper) 

Tuesdays, September 15-October 20, 10 am-1 pm OR 6-9 pm 
Want to be a fashion designer?  Here's where it happens.  See how to manipulate your woven 
fabric slopers into various styles for bodices, sleeves, skirts and pants.

SEWING CLASSES, continued

Patternmaking

SERGERY   $205 (includes patterns, handouts, sample fabrics) 
Saturdays, November 7-December 5, 2-5 pm (no class Thanksgiving weekend) 
Find out all your serger can do. Learn parts of a serger, how to thread and manage tensions and fix problems.  
Make a stitch notebook, tote bag, flatlock table runner and knit top.  Prereq: Sewing Experience

PATTERNMAKING CLASSES

PATTERN INTRO  (Pattern 1) $707 for series OR $370 each 6-session level (includes pattern paper) 

Series:  Thursdays, 17-December 10, 10 am-1 pm OR 6-9 pm 
Here’s the professional way to make patterns for personal use or to start life as a fashion designer.  
Pattern Basics: Take measurements and use pattern rules to make tops for dresses, shirts, blouses.  
Pattern Fit:  Draft skirts, pants, sleeves.  Unlock the mysteries of fit.  Make your patterns work for you!

Hands on, taught by experts

DRAPING $359 each level, $648 for series 

Mondays, September 14-November 30, 6-9 pm 
Work with fabric in three dimensions on a dress form to turn your ideas into garments just like major 
designers.  Arrange to create dresses, tops, skirts, coats and daring necklines. We provide professional 
dress forms during class so you can start designing your ideas!

LINGERIE $277 each level; $528 for series 
Fridays, September 18-December 11, 2-5 pm  
Level 1 (Silkies): Take control of difficult fabrics as you make a camisole, tap pants and slip.. Apply elastic 
and lace.  Cut and sew on bias. Level2(Intimates). Work with knits and stretch fabrics while you make 
panties, a bra, bralette or a bodysuit. Attach stretch lace, plush elastic. Create garments that fit you.

Draping Lingerie

http://www.pfi.edu
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OPTITEX 2D COMPUTER PATTERNMAKING $699 (includes license use during class + weekly 
extra tutoring session) 
Saturdays, September 19-October 24, 10 am-1 pm  
Go from flat pattern to CAD (computer-aided design) -- the industry way.  Learn the most 
popular, easy-to-use computer pattern program.  Then come back to use our equipment to 
plot your patterns.

BROWZWEAR 3-D PATTERNMAKING $699 (includes license use during class + weekly 
extra tutoring session) 
Saturdays, October 31-December 12, 10 am-1 pm 
Learn VStitcher. Design garments from drawing through size ranges, graphics, fabrics, trims, 
colorways, styling and photorealistic 3D rendering without cutting & sewing.  Create patterns 
digitally from first draft to tech pack.

ADVANCED PATTERN & CONSTRUCTION $707  
Saturdays, September 19 - December 12, 2-5 pm 
Bring your ideas and your patternmaking skills and take advantage of our guided lab.  Design, 
develop and produce the garments of your choice.  Tackle more difficult projects.  Resolve fit 
issues.  Master tricky construction issues.  Produce your next clothing line.  Show it on the runway.  
Prerequisites:  Pattern 3 &4; Draping 

PATTERN KNITS (Pattern 4) $707 for series OR $370 each 6-week class (includes pattern paper)  
Wednesdays, September 16-December 2, 10 am-1 pm or 
Make patterns for tops, dresses, sweaters, activewear, bras, swimsuits, yoga pants & underwear. 
For men too!

Pattern Intro Computer PatternmakingPattern Knits

PATTERNMAKING CLASSES, continued

FIT & PATTERN ALTERATION  $370 (includes pattern paper) 

Saturdays, April 11-May 16, 10 AM-1 PM 
Learn your common fit issues and the tricks for adjusting your commercial patterns from here into 
eternity from a pro who shares your pain on making patterns work for you.

http://www.pfi.edu
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DESIGN CLASSES Live your best creative life

ADOBE ILLUSTRATOR FOR FASHION DESIGN [ONLINE] $591 
Wednesdays, September 16-December 2,  6-9 pm  
It’s the standard for any apparel business. See and draw garments using a computer and your 
Adobe program. Know Adobe like a boss.

Illustrator for Fashion Flats & Techs

ADOBE ILLUSTRATOR PREP [ONLINE] $172 

Wednesday + Thursday, September 9 & 10, 6-9 pm
A pre-requisite for Adobe Illustrator for Fashion Design. This course introduces you to the 
program, the tools and the workspace. Receive practice files and templates

FLATS & TECHNICAL PACKAGES [ONLINE] $591 
Tuesdays, September 15-December 1, 6-9 pm 
A must for anyone wanting to enter the apparel profession. Each week, you'll translate an illustration 
to a flat with a spec package — just as you would do on the job or to get your garments sewn.

COLOR THEORY [ONLINE] $314 or $538 if combined with TEXTILES 
Mondays, October 26-November 30, 6-9 pm 
Discover color and its implications for fashion designers, interior designers and artists.

Machine KnittingTextiles

AI & FASHION DESIGN [ONLINE] $591 

Mondays, September 14-December 30, 6-9 pm
Artificial intelligence is quickly becoming a game-changer in the fashion industry. With AI you can 
expand your world and create ethical and innovative designs that appeal to your customers.

FASHION ILLUSTRATION $556 
Thursdays, September 17 - December 10, 6-9 PM 
Become a fashion artist & start thinking like one from day one. Start with a pencil and sketchbook 
and learn to draw the fashion figure.  Add color, texture for hair, clothing and create portfolio-
worthy illustrations.

http://www.pfi.edu
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MACHINE KNITTING $578 
Thursdays, September 17-December 10, 6-9 pm  
No need to buy a machine, PFI provides machines and tools for this class.  No experience required, just 
enthusiasm and desire to create your own knits in far less time than hand-knitting. Learn to cast- on, bind-off, 
do simple shaping, cables, ribbing, lace and 2 color patterns.  Go on to make a simple sweater.

DESIGN CLASSES, continued

SUSTAINABLE DESIGN [ONLINE] $314 
Thursdays, September 17-October 22, 6-9 pm 
Stay on top of the latest trends such as circular design, fibers, sourcing and production.  See how 
companies incorporate sustainability in designs.  Come up with the latest and best ways to use 
sustainable ideas in your own designs using e-textiles — all while starting a business and making a living.  
Then create your own upcycled garment and show it!

HISTORY OF FASHION [ONLINE] $314 or $591 if combined with Inside Fashion 
Tuesdays, September 15 - October 20, 6-9 pm 
Where do designers get their ideas? How do they make these ideas a reality? History of Fashion 
gives you the answers. Meet who-is-who in the fashion world and do a little name-dropping.

TEXTILES: THE SECRET LIFE OF FABRIC $314 or $538 if combined with COLOR THEORY 
Mondays, September 14 - October 19, 6-9 pm 
Learn to recognize fabric types as you are given swatches of fabrics to examine and test. Learn 
which fabrics to use, when, where and how. Make a notebook that will be your guide to better 
results.

BUSINESS CLASSES Launch your fashion dreams

Inside FashionHistory of Fashion Materials Development Product Development

     CIRCULAR DESIGN & ZERO WASTE FASHION $538 
Saturday, September 19 - December 12, 10 am-1 pm 
The fashion industry is undergoing a profound transformation as designers, entrepreneurs, and 
makers rethink how clothing is designed, produced, repaired, and valued. Circular & Zero Waste 
Fashion Studio is an immersive, hands-on certificate course that introduces students to the 
principles of circular fashion through creativity, craftsmanship, innovation, and entrepreneurship.  
End the class by designing and creating an original zero-waste or circular garment.

NEW
!

http://www.pfi.edu
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INSIDE THE FASHION INDUSTRY  [ONLINE] $314 or $591 if combined with HISTORY 
Tuesdays, October 27-December 1, 6-9 pm	  
Get an overview of all the kinds of jobs available in the industry. Discover career opportunities 
both locally and farther afield. Speak the jargon of fashion.

MATERIALS DEVELOPMENT [ONLINE] $314 or $538 if combined with PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT 
Wednesdays, September 16 - October 21, 6-9 pm 
You can’t patent a design but you can patent a textile or a component.  Learn how to create your 
own and how to use them.  These are the hot new jobs in the apparel industry!  Understand how 
fiber-based products are manufactured, with a practical view of how to combine new elements 
such as polymers, dyes, ceramics and nanotechnology with fibers for unique new products.

PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT [ONLINE] $314 
Wednesdays,  October 28-December 2, 6-9 pm 
Take your idea from start to finish and improve your odds for creating a successful 
product.  Use the same path in the hands of a seasoned product developer.

BUSINESS CLASSES, continued

Results from PFI's July Gala show 
July 11, 2026: 14 collections, 34 designers, 25 
volunteers and 321 guests gathered at the 
Portland Art Museum to enjoy the latest in 
Portland's fashion past, present, and future -- 
and to support scholarships for area emerging 
fashion designers.  
  Thank you all so much for helping us 
celebrate this sold out event.  Thanks to you, 
we raised more than $60,000.     
  It seems like everyone really enjoyed the 
runway show.  The only problem?  We'll have 
to level up next year.  We accept the 
challenge.  We like turning dreams into reality.  
We also like exceeding expectations. 
  And, yes, there will be a PFI Gala show next 
year.  So mark your calendars now for July 
2027 @portlandartmuseum Exciting! 
  Did you miss some of the collections?  Want 
to see them again?  Be sure to visit them on 
PFI's YouTube or Instagram channels. 
  In this image, Left to right. 
Top row:  Costume Design, Innovative Design, Pendleton, adidas 
2nd row:  FirstDraft.US, InkTheThink, InTheCut 
3rd row:  Shrurvisam, Rosa Luna, Intellectual.Property, Jess Risdon 
4th row:  LuzaRico, Love.Stephanie, Amber.Made.Magic, AleO 

WORKSHOPS:  See our list of single session, weekend events:  workshops.portlandfashioninstitute.com

http://www.pfi.edu

	DRESSES $277 or $528 with ButtonUp Shirts (includes pattern)

